
 
ESM Newsletter 1/2025 
 
Dear members of the European Society for Microcirculation, dear Colleagues, 
 
Please find attached the newsletter 1-2025 which highlights ongoing and future activities of the 
ESM and its national societies. 
 
If you would like to contribute to our newsletter, do not hesitate to contact us via the email 
contact available on our website www.esmicro.eu. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Best regards from the whole ESM team, 
 

                
      Elena Osto               Anja Meissner            Henning Morawietz 
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Awards 

At its biennial international conferences, the European Society for Microcirculation (ESM) 
sponsors a number of awards to support researchers at all stages of their career. The following 
awards will be given during the Biennial Meeting of the European Society for Microcirculation 
2025 (ESM 2025), to be held in Szeged, Hungary between May 19-22, 2025. 

The Malpighi Award and Lecture 

This is the most prestigious award of the European Society for Microcirculation (ESM). It is 
given to an individual with an internationally outstanding reputation in any field of 
microcirculation and microvascular research. The Malpighi Prize Committee is constituted by: 
the President, the Secretary-General, the Treasurer, one other representative of the ESM 
Executive Committee and the last two Awardees (if available). Voting is by secret ballot. 
 
The Malpighi Award and Lecture was announced to our members. We have received excellent 
nominations. The awardee will deliver the prestigious Malpighi Lecture at the forthcoming ESM 
meeting in Szeged, Hungary, May 19-22, 2025 and will receive the Gold Malpighi Medal and 
a life-long Membership of the ESM. 

Journal of Vascular Research/European Society for Microcirculation Award and Lecture 

The Journal of Vascular Research (JVR/ESM) Award and Lecture aims to highlight important 
and growing fields of research, with high impact for vascular biology and the microcirculation, 
with the goal of awarding one of the most prominent researchers in the field. 
 
Nomination is organized by Brant Isakson, Editor of JVR (brant@virginia.edu) 

Congress Travel Awards for Early Career Investigators 

Together with the submission of an abstract for ESM 2025 early career scientists (student or 
less than 5 years postdoctoral experience) who are members of ESM may apply for a travel 
award of 600 Euro (8 awards are available), which will cover the registration fee and support 
their travel costs. Travel awards will be given on the basis of the quality of the submitted 
abstracts. 
 
This Travel Award is organized and awarded by the Congress Award Committee. 
 
The deadline for application will be the abstract deadline for the Congress – Spring 2025. 

Poster Awards for Early Career Investigators 

During the ESM 2025 congress five such awards (100 Euro each), will be given for the best 
posters. Poster Prizes are organized and awarded by the Congress Award Committee at the 
Congress. 
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Vascular: Vessels and their environment 
Cardiovascular diseases are the leading cause of death worldwide, with about 18 million 

deaths per year. This justifies the adage that one is the age of one’s arteries and explains that 

researchers work tirelessly to understand how the cardiovascular system develops and 

functions. Therefore, we intend to organize a short summer programme of learning, teaching 

and training which aims at raising students' awareness of the new pathogenic mechanisms 

involved in vascular disease, new investigational tools and potential targeted treatments, with 

the final purpose to promote excellence in the field of Vascular Medicine. 

When June 16th-June 20th 2025 for the physical mobility. 

A virtual activity will be organised after the physical mobility, on July 1st 
(group 1) and July 8th (group 2) in the afternoon, Paris time. 

Where Faculty of Health, University of Angers, France 

Language English 

Learning 
outcomes 

Knowledge and Understanding, Diagnostic Skills, Clinical Decision-
Making, Communication Skills. 

Credits 

3 ECTS                 

Enrol now There are 30 spots available for this program, assigned on a first-come, 

first-served basis. 

The deadline for application is April 13th, 2025. 

Course 
Coordinators 

                              
Pierre Abraham       Cristina Belizna       Jeanne Hersant 

 

More details can be found at:  

https://summerschools.univ-angers.fr/en/summer-schools/vascular.html  
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Akos Koller receives one of the most prestigious awards of the American 
Physiological Society 
 
Named after Carl J. Wiggers, the founder of the Cardiovascular Section of the American 
Physiological Society, the annual award is given to a single researcher who has made 
significant discoveries, is a pioneer in the field, and has inspired the wider professional 
community. In 2024, Dr. Ákos Koller, Professor at Semmelweis University, was honored with 
this award – which he will receive following his talk at this year’s summit in Baltimore – in 
recognition of his decades of research and groundbreaking work on the functioning of the 
heart, skeletal muscles, and cerebral microcirculation. 
 

  
Akos Koller   The microcirculation 
Photos by Boglárka Zellei, Semmelweis University, Dr. Gabriella Dörnyei and Dr. Ákos Koller. 
 
“I have spent most of my career working on the function of microvessels, which make up about 
80-90 percent of the blood circulation. In the last 10 years I have concentrated mainly on the 
specificities of the cerebral circulation”, said Dr. Ákos Koller, Head of the Microcirculation 
Laboratory of the Institute of Translational Medicine, Professor at the Faculty of Health 
Sciences (ETK), former Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, Doctor of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences. In 2019, his research achievements earned him the Malpighi Award of 
the European Society for Microcirculation, while his research and teaching work was 
recognized with the Albert Szent-Györgyi Medical Award in 2021. Last spring he received the 
Eugene M. Landis Research Award from the American Microcirculatory Society. 
 
“It can be seen as a kind of merit award, which is a reward for the scientific achievements of 
my career and the achievements of my students. Having students, I feel, is a vindication of 
your work, because you have people to carry on your achievements. And of course, it is 
important to have students because they make you work even harder,” said the professor, who 
is still actively involved in university talent management, especially in doctoral and TDK 
(Students’ Scientific Association) programs. 
 
The discovery and verification of the role of shear stress in the regulation of microvascular 
circulation is considered one of his greatest scientific achievements. That is, the experimental 
demonstration that it is not only the magnitude of the pressure that regulates the circulation, 
but also the speed of the flow, and that the resulting force on the vessel wall – i.e. shear stress, 
or, in simple terms, friction – also plays a major role in the amount of circulatory energy lost in 
small and microvessels, which may put more strain on the heart. Another important discovery 
of his was that cerebral microvessels behave in exactly the opposite way to the small vessels 
of the heart. Because of the closed skull, the blood vessels cannot widen much, so they tend 
to contract when the flow increases, and provide the necessary blood flow by increasing the 
flow rate. “Impairment of this function may play a role in traumatic brain injury, migraine, 
hypertonia, diabetes, and preeclampsia, which also sets the direction for my research. 
 
In recent years, he has also turned his interest from basic research to clinical research. 
 
For more information: https://semmelweis.hu/english/2024/10/dr-akos-koller-receives-one-of-
the-most-prestigious-awards-of-the-american-physiological-society/.  

https://semmelweis.hu/english/files/2024/10/kis-vena-koller-akos.png


The official journal of the European Society for Microcirculation: 
 
Journal of Vascular Research 

 
 

 
Editor: Brant E. Isakson (Charlottesville, VA) 
 
Journal of Vascular Research is now a Transformative Journal, committed to increasing the 
number of Open Access articles and converting to the Open Access model at the latest when 
75% of papers are published Open Access. The Transformative Journal model supports 
authors by fulfilling all Open Access mandates and drives forward the Open Access transition 
while maintaining publishing choices for authors. Please visit for more information: 
https://karger.com/jvr. 
The Journal of Vascular Research (JVR) continues our close relationship with the ESM by co-
sponsoring the “JVR Outstanding Manuscript Award Lecture” at the ESM Congress 2025. 
JVR has continued our strong commitment over the last three years to publish high quality, 
rigorously performed work. Our commitment to transparency and reproducibility has garnered 
outstanding publication that is reflected by year-over-year increases in impact factor. Our time 
to decision continues to decrease as well, ensuring your work does not linger with never ending 
revisions. We are excited about JVRs progress and hope you can tell a difference. As always, 
please feel free to contact Brant Isakson (brant@virginia.edu) about any suggestions for 
continuing our progress with JVR. 
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